
 

 

 

  
Reserve your spot(s) with:     
Jerry Bellefeuille      
sirjerry4@gmail.com 
 Or Call (209) 588-3978 
Leave Your Name, Badge No. & 
Number of guests.  
 Deadline for reservations is:  

  Nov. 6, 2025 
 
Menu:     
Roast Turkey & Stuffing, Gravy & 

Cranberry Sauce, Mashed Potatoes, 

Buttered Corn, Green Salad and 

Pumpkin Pie  

                                                         

 Guest Speaker:    
Leigh Roberts  - Tuskegee Airman Heritage 

chapter of Sacramento, 

 

 

 

 

BULLETIN INPUT NOTICE 
Don Herzer Editor - (209) 586-3078 
If you have any photos of your activity please 
attach them to your reports.  If I do not receive 
your report by the deadline I will just report no 
activity for the month.  Please send all bulletin 
input to Don Herzer at:        
corvdon@wsccpubs.net  
 
Please Note: The executive board has 
decided to no longer mail hard copy 
Bulletins. Hard copies will be available 
at the monthly meetings. 

 

The deadline for the next bulletin is:  

Nov. 30, 2025  

 
 

 

 

 

  

       BIG SIR MESSAGE 
         Rick Bronner   (408) 318-4826  

    bronnerrick@gmail.com  

 

I’m sad to report the passing of our long-

time fellow SIR Member Earl Randall. Earl 

had been a member with us since 2013. Earl 

was always so generous when it came to 

raffle donations. I understand he had quite a 

liquor collection. So, let’s all hoist a glass 

and have a final farewell toast to Earl! 

I would like to welcome our newest member 

Tom Eager. Tom was brought in by our 

fellow member Ron Atkins. Tom has a 

background as a Chemist and Micro-

Biologist. Welcome to SIR Branch 136 

Tom. 

Our upcoming meeting this November 11th 

takes place on Veterans Day. We currently 

have appx 50 veterans in our branch. Let’s 

all thank our veterans for their duty and 

dedication to supporting our great country.  

This month we will have the pleasure of 

having Leigh Roberts from the Tuskegee 

Airman Heritage chapter of Sacramento. 

Leigh is the daughter of the late Col. George 

S. “Spanky” Roberts. Spanky was the first 

commander of the Tuskegee 99th fighter 

squadron.  

Don’t forget we are now selling tickets for 

December’s Christmas Banquet. Choices 

are Prime Rib, Salmon or Chicken Piccata. 

Shrimp Cocktail and desert is included all 

for just $40.  

 

Rick Bronner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

LITTLE SIR MESSAGE 
Mike Krom - (209) 586-1533 

              mmowers@mlode.com 

Well here I am again. Which in my opinion is 

pretty good. I have been doing my chemo as 

ordered per oncologists at Adventist Health 

and Stanford Palo  Alto. The problem being 

is with the next rounds of Chemotherapy - 

there is a discrepancy between Stanford and 

Adventist. They both agree to the 

immunotherapy, but for how long, or in their 

terms how many more cycles. 

Again, this is my understanding, which could 

be a million miles away, which at times my 

brain makes things up. So who knows for 

sure. 

 Adventist says end it and Stanford says carry 

on. Either way I will be receiving 

immunotherapy for the next 6 months. 

See I already screwed up. Adventist says stop 

the Chemo but carry on the immunotherapy, 

Where Stanford say’s continue with both. 

Mind you I still have a professional nurse at 

my side who is constantly monitoring my 

bloodwork every Monday and my wife who 

gives me the evil eye when she thinks I’ve 

made the wrong decision. I think we all know 

where this is going. 

 There is a lot to it and decisions to be made. 

As for myself I feel great. Sometimes lazy 

and sometimes I think I better get this stuff 

done. 

 Winter is coming, Patio furniture has to be 

put away, lawn has to get its final mow for 

the season, trees pruned, debris to the dumps 

and on and on. Will I make it  in time? I hope 

so.  I hope you guys enjoyed this briefing and 

Pam and I will see you at the Christmas 

dinner. 

 Shoot, I did want to mention a couple more 

things about the effects of Chemotherapy. 

Mind you, this has been told to me by nursing 

staff and the doctors. My eyesight will get 

worse, My hearing will get worse and my 

memory will get worse. But the good thing is 

once I complete my Chemo and 

immunotherapy all will return. Let’s hope so. 

I will try to stay in touch  

 

 Mike Krom 

 

sonorasirs.org


 

 

 

 

 

INTERNET CHAIRMAN  
Jerry Bellefeuille (209) 588-3978 

sirjerry4@gmail.com 
 
Our Branch website is at sonorasirs.org. 
Here you can look at current as well as old 
bulletins, BEC meeting minutes and more. 
Please let me know if you have a new email 
address so I can get timely branch 
information to you. I hope to see you all at 
the next meeting.  Our state sir bulletin can 
be viewed at https://wearesir.com . 
 

Jerry Bellefeuille 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CHAPLIN’S CORNER 

Steven Gregory - (209) 728-5707 
          discogregory@aol.com  
 
It is with deep regret that I must announce 
the passing of long time SIR member  Earl 
Randall Badge #315. Due to a serious fall at 
home  in early Oct. He was life flighted to 
Memorial Hospital In Modesto.  After 
numerous surgical complications, he left us 
Oct. 17 at age 94.   
Last summer we did a tribute to him  and his 
many accomplishments at our 
monthly  meeting which he greatly 
appreciated.  The tribute included the Union 
Democrat front page feature story about 
Earl's  life entitled "It's nice to be nice". He 
was active in our RV club and known for his 
generous contributions to our auctions as 
well as raising substantial donations for 
Interfaith.  No obituary has been released yet 
but a celebration of life is expected after Jan. 
1st.  Please join me in sending a card to the 
Family of Earl Randall, 18414 Yarrow Road, 
Tuolumne, CA 95379.  He will be greatly 
missed. RIP... 
 

 Steven Gregory Chaplain 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RV CLUB NEWS 

      Eddie Toews    (209) 770-3776 

          lcoinlady@aol.com 

I am writing this article with a sad heart. 

This month we lost a longtime member to 

the RV group. As you read in the bulletin 

this month, Earl Randall passed away. He 

was an active person in SIR and the RV 

group.  

For several years, Earl, along with the RV 

Group, helped with the SIR picnic with 

supplying equipment and BBQ Pits to 

Indignity Reserve, help setup and cleanup 

so we could have a great day. For our three 

ladies’ functions, Earl would donate money 

and wine for the raffles. 

After Mo Molinari moved away, Earl took 

over the RV Club funding and food 

donations for Interfaith. He would collect 

everything and get the Sonora ELKs Lodge 

to match our donations up to $1000.00. 

Last year he presented Interfaith with over 

$2000.00 (this was not a SIR sanctioned 

project).    

 For those that didn’t know Earl, he 

appeared to be an abrasive person and not 

real friendly. Those that got to know him 

found that he was a very giving and 

generous person. If you could get him to 

talk about his life, he had some very 

interesting stories ie: his jobs in the 

Teamsters Union, Body guard at times and 

driver for some politicians. 

Earl will surely be missed by all that had 

gotten to know him. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to his 

family. 

Eddie Toews    

 

 

 

 

 

November Birthdays 
Hurley, Timothy (Tim)  11/07 

Sperry, Paul   11/10 

Salmon, John   11/18 

Cunningham, Hal  11/19 

Sampson , Martin (Marty) 11/27 

Hall, Tom   11/29 

 

 

 

    

 

 

        FISHING CHAIRMAN 

Chuck Simons - {209) 532-9550 
          simons4890@yahoo.com 
 
Fishing is very slow as it has been for the last 
few weeks. Other members have given the 
same reports.So, hang in there it has to get  
better.  
 

Chuck Simons      
 

 

 

 KAYAKING  &  

PINOCHLE REPORT 

No Reports this month 
Chairman Positions now open 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   



 

 

 
 
 
 

GOLF CLUB NEWS 
      Raul Santana - (925) 451-7351 

          rsantana01@yahoo.com 

The SIRS October 2025 golf tournament was 

held at Teleli GC in Sonora.  

This was NOT the last tournament of the 

year. The weather was a bit cool to start but 

warmed up for a beautiful day. We tried a 

new format called Bingo, Bango, Bungo. 

Basically, dots were awarded for; first ball on 

the green, closest ball to the flag and first one 

to get their ball in the hole. Also, a dot was 

awarded to whomever had the lowest score 

on the hole. This made for a long but fun 

day.  

Each dot was worth a whopping $.32 cents 

each!  

Branch 136 winners; Rick Bronner (15 dots), 

Dave McGuigan (13 dots),  

Jim Lucia (19 dots), Trini Mercado (9 dots), 

Tom Niederer (18 dots),  

Raul Santana (21 dots), Mike Wright (13 

dots). Also, congrats to Jim Lucia for 2nd 

place on closest to the pin on hole #7. 

The last tournament of 2025 is scheduled for 

November 18th at Teleli GC. Hope to see 

you on the course.  

Raul Santana  

 

 

 

 

CAR CLUB NEWS  
   Rick Bronner - (408) 318-4826 

       bronnerrick@gmail.com 
 

I recently attended the Snelling Car show host-

ed by the Yosemite Corvette Club of Merced. 

This is most likely the last car show in our area 

this year. There was quite a diverse collection 

of Hot Rods, Classics and of course lots of Cor-

vettes. Turnout was down a bit from last year 

but there were still close to 100 cars on display. 

I hope everyone is getting ready to winterize 

your collector cars. Do you have Sta-Bil to add 

to the gas? Need a mouse blocker to keep the 

critters away? Want your tires to stay nice and 

round? Safest bet is to put your car on jack 

stands for the winter.  

Happy Motoring 

Rick Bronner 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 

George Cocores - (209) 456-9814 
            greekbeak1@aol.com  
 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

 OCTOBER 2025 

           OCTOBER  Luncheon 

Luncheon  Attendance (54%)    64 

Excused Absences       (43%)    54 

Guests                                           3 

           Current Month Membership  

Active Membership Sept.)               118 

Applicants Being Installed                   1 

Active Members Lost                           1 

Active Membership  September      118 

 

 

 

Hear all about Tuskegee at 

our Nov. 11 Meeting 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BOWLING CLUB NEWS 
   Ray Di Basilio             Rick Bronner - (408) 318-4826 

rdibasilio@gmail.com      bronnerrick@gmail.com  
 

FROM RAY:     

On October 14th the tournament schedule took us to Brentwood 
Bowlero in the Delta region. Our host from Branch 161, Ron Wil-
son, did a fantastic job of welcoming over 80 bowlers for the one-
day event. We were able to use all 32 lanes for six hours of competi-
tion which produced several high scores. The house came alive when 
Mark Blackshere of Branch 19 rolled an amazing 299, just missing a 
perfect game with a stone 8 pin in the 12th frame. While disappoint-
ment was felt by everyone, Mark still received lots of accolades on 
the job well done.   

Our last tournament of the year will be held November 6/7th at 
McHenry Bowl in Modesto. Always a popular location, this one will 
wrap things up for 2025. We will be taking December off for the 
holidays and see everyone again in Napa January 20/21st. 

Behind the scenes the State Bowling Committee is hard at work on 
the 2026 calendar. We will be returning to most locations; however, 
we might be seeing some new venues. Should you want to see a 
tournament in your area, please let me know sooner rather than later.  

 

For results of this tournament and more, head over to the SIR Bowl-

ing webpage:  SIR BOWLING 

See you on the lanes, 

Ray Di Basilio 

 

FROM RICK: 

 

The SIR winter bowling league is in full swing. We still have open-

ings for a couple more bowlers. We meet at noon every Monday at 

Black oak Casino. Cost is only $20 a week. So come join in the fun. 

SIR Bowling is open to all SIR members and their wives.  

 

.   Here’s the link to SIR Bowling; 

                   https://www.sirinc3.org/sirBowling 

Rick Bronner  
 
                    

           Another of Rick’s shots at the Snelling Car Show 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Hear all about Tuskegee at our Nov. 11 Meeting: 

https://sirbowling.org/
https://www.sirinc3.org/sirBowling


Tk RoO/J wz Czow.1:, I 
Tk/2coopfzom t1ui Coop 

Board of Directors

Rich Carlston B8 
President 

Fred Serena B59 
Vice President 
Jeff Chin B103 

Secretary
Carl Mason B88 

Treasurer
Ramesh Thadani B98 

CIO
Andy Danver B35 
Dir. Mktg/Comm. 
John Farcich B1 
Dir. Br. Support 

Bruce Corwin B159 
Dir. State Docs. 

Michael Lee B128 
Dir. Activities 

Fred Serena B59 
AR Coord., AR

Jerry Morrow B172 
AR 

Bruce Corwin B159 
AR 

Wes Howard B32 
AR

Derek Southern B8 
State Advisor

Roy Hodgkinson B146 
Parliamentarian

November 2025

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
It is hard for me to believe we are already in November.  November is a special month 
which displays Nature’s beauty as we see the colors of Fall, albeit perhaps a little 
faded.  We feel the crispness in the air and the rejuvenation of Winter rains.  

But the best part of the month for me is Thanksgiving, one of my favorite holidays.  It 
is not because of the traditional or the non-traditional Thanksgiving Feast or the 
football games.  It is because it is a time when we pause and think of the many things 
that bless our lives and for which we are thankful.  I’m thankful for my family, and the 
life and peace which we have been afforded.  We owe a huge debt of gratitude to all 
those who have made this possible: Among others, to our family, our friends, our 
military, our police, our teachers, our churches, our doctors, our leaders, our 
employers, our retail and grocery stores and all those men and women who work, and 
have worked and sacrificed, in those organizations.  While we aren’t immune to 
difficulties and problems, they are dwarfed by the misery which abounds today in the 
world.  Yes, Thanksgiving is a time to ponder and recognize the many blessings we 
have and the people who have sacrificed to enable them.

And yes, I am thankful for SIR which facilitates our activity, provides opportunities for 
service and growth, brings joy and fun while satisfying our social needs and providing 
lifetime friendships.  SIR allows us to enjoy life longer in a dignified but fun and 
rewarding manner.  Thank you SIR.

Yes, I love Thanksgiving!!!



One of the primary goals of SIR is for our members to have fun!  So, I thought it appropriate to look at the many activities that are 
available in our branches.  The below chart was put together under the direction of Lee Lamb in 2024 and shows the top fifty 
activities and the number of branches offering them at the time.  The chart likely doesn't show all of our activities or the total 
number of branches now offering them but it is an excellent overview of what is offered.

Why is this information important you ask:  
• First, to show the variety of the activities offered and the number of branches offering them.
• Second, to provide you information if you would like to create new fun activities for your branch members. If you see one or

more activities you would like to have, simply contact our State Director of Activities, Michael Lee, and let him know.  He
can connect you with the activity chair or Big Sir of branches with that activity and they will give you invaluable guidance on
how to organize and run the activity so it will be successful.  Talk about a time saver!!

• Third, in working with Michael, you may find that the better solution for your members will be to coordinate with a
successful branch and create a joint activity with them.

• Finally, your members can individually benefit from the information.  For example, if you have a member planning a trip
who loves kayaking, he may want to contact a branch offering kayaking and arrange to join them at their activity.

So many more possibilities for having with SIR!!   Let's take advantage of them.

What did the turkey say when he met the

President?         Pardon me.

What do you call a turkey the day after

Thanksgiving?      Lucky.

If April showers bring May flowers, what 

do May flowers bring?       Pilgrims!What do you get if you divide the 

circumference of a pumpkin by its 

diameter?      Pumpkin pi!
ACTIVITIES mean FUN!

R
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on 10/15/25  
HAPPY BIRTHDAY LLOYD!!! 2026 STATE GOLF TOURNAMENTS

• April 22-23. Napa "Spring Fling" at Chardonnay
and Eagle Vines Golf courses

• May 20-21 Fairfield "Fun in Fairfield" Paradise
Valley and Rancho Solano courses

• June 24-25 Vallejo "Springs Eternal" Blue Rock
Springs East and West courses

2026 STATE TRAVEL
• Australia/New Zealand  Jan 7 - 25, 2026
• Cuba – March 12- 2026
• South Korea & Japan April 1 - 26, 2026
• Great Lakes and Niagara Falls, May 3-11, 2026
• Christmas on the Danube Nov. 27-Dec. 8, 2026



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 

  

                                               

                                                                SIR Classifieds 

 

SIR Members are now invited to place ads for items that they want to sell—services are not  

allowed. A 10% fee will be charged based upon the selling price, up to a maximum fee of $100 per 

item. If you are just donating an item, there is no charge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here is how to get it: 

Get on your computer and go to https://sir.ourproshop.com and peruse the items available and order on-
line.  Notice that shipping and handling charges are avoided above a certain order amount.  If your order is 
large enough to avoid these charges or you are willing to pay them, process your order.  If you know of a 
friend who also wants SIRs merchandise, consolidate your order with him. 

 

If you don’t have a computer, find a friend who does and have him help you. 

https://sir.ourproshop.com


 

 

Sonora SIRs Branch 136 Advertisers:  

To all our members, if you frequent any of these businesses, please remember to thank them for 

their gracious support to our Branch. 



 

 

SIR STATE OFFICERS 
www.sirinc.org 

President - Rich Carlston   
Vice-President -   Lee Lamb 

 Secretary -  Jeff Chin   
Treasurer - Carl Mason  

Area 5 Representative - Jerry Morrow  
 

PAST BIG SIRS  BRANCH 136 
SONORA 

1997 - Dave Holton  1999 -Al Limon 
2000 - Bob Gibbs      2002 - Jim Nuzum 
2003 - Dick Nutting  2004 -Bill Dunlavy 
2007- Wil Reich        2008- Roger Milligan 
2009 - Don Nilan      2010 - Don Banchero 
2011 - Al Smith        2012 - Baci Frecceri  
2013 - Phil VanSwoll 2014 - John Bristow  
2015 - Jim Johnson    2016 - Dale Decker  
2017 - Danney Laureta 2018 - Paul Squeri   
2019 - Jim Botto  
2020 & 2021- Gene Zanoni    
2022 - Phil VanSwoll   2023- Eddie Toews  
2024 - Rick Bronner 
 
BRANCH #136 HONORARY LIFE 

MEMBERS 
         Dale Decker - Big Sir 2016 

Eddie Toews - Treasurer 2009 - current 
Gene Zanoni -   Big Sir 2020 & 2021  

                 
HONORARY LIFE EMERITUS 
Frank Taylor - Treasurer 2001-2015 

       We are all so sorry for his passing on 
Jan. 24, 2024 

 
Branch 136 Executive Committee 

Big Sir: Rick Bronner (408) 318-4826 

Little Sir:  Mike Krom (209) 586-1533 

Sec:  Jim Rodriquez  (209) 536-4338  

Asst Sec: Gene Zanoni (209) 532-1989 

Treas: John Salmon  (209) 206-6244 

Asst.Tres: Eddie Toews 532-3970 

 

Directors 

Bill Burnes (209) 533-4334 

George Cocores (209) 456-9814 

Stan Enos (209) 533-2928 

Melvin Kutsch (209) 533-0384 

Marty Martin (209) 586-1886 

Raul Santana (925) 451-7351 

Paul Squeri (209)586-4083 

 

 

 

Behind the Scenes 

Photographer - Steve Belochi  770-2592 

Bulletin - Don Herzer  586-3078 

Internet - Jerry Bellefeuille 588-3978 

SIR Items Sales - Fred Kehr 785-4358 

Chaplain - Steve Gregory 728-5707 

(all 209 area code) 

 

DECLARATIONS 

NON RESPONSIBILITY 
DECLARATION  

All activities arranged for or by, Sons In 
Retirement, Incorporated, and its Branches, 
are for the convenience and pleasure of the 
members and their guests who desire to 
participate, Sons In Retirement, 
Incorporated, and its Branches do not 
assume any responsibility for the well being 
or safety of the participants or their property, 
in any matters pertaining to said activities 
(Rule 345). 

Checks, money orders or credit cards for 
Travel for one day or less (no overnight), 
where a bus/busses is/are used as the 
primary means of transportation, may be 
made payable to the Branch sponsoring the 
event. All other checks, money orders or 
credit cards for travel must be made payable 
to the travel agency (Rule 429 & 421). 

Sons In Retirement, Inc 

Sonora Branch #136 

22295 Paseo De Los Portales 

Sonora, CA 95370  

DEVOTED TO THE  
PROMOTION 

OF INDEPENDENCE AND 
DIGNITY OF  

RETIREMENT 

DATED MATERIAL  

 

ADDRESS LABEL 

STAMP 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS 

Applications for membership in Sonora 
SIR Branch #136 are to be obtained from 
the Membership Director at the monthly 
meetings, by telephoning him at 456-9814 
and ask for an application form that will be 
mailed to you, or by downloading the form 
from our branch website. 
www.sonorasirs.org. After the application 
is filled out, it is to be returned to George 
Cocores with a check for the amount stated 
on the application. George’s address is 
17595 Brentwood Ln. Twain Harte, CA  
95383 
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