
 

 

 

  
Reserve your spot(s) with:     
Jerry Bellefeuille      
sirjerry4@gmail.com 
 Or Call (209) 588-3978 
Leave Your Name, Badge No. & 
Number of guests.  
 Deadline for reservations is:  

  Must have Luncheon tickets 
 
Menu:     
Annual Christmas Luncheon. See flyer 
on page 8. 
                                                        

 Guest Speaker:    

Highlite reel of SIR activities 

 

 

 

BULLETIN INPUT NOTICE 
Don Herzer Editor - (209) 586-3078 
If you have any photos of your activity please 
attach them to your reports.  If I do not receive 
your report by the deadline I will just report no 
activity for the month.  Please send all bulletin 
input to Don Herzer at:        
corvdon@wsccpubs.net  
 
Please Note: The executive board has 
decided to no longer mail hard copy 
Bulletins. Hard copies will be available 
at the monthly meetings. 

 

The deadline for the next bulletin is:  

Dec. 31, 2025  

 
 

 

 

 

       BIG SIR MESSAGE 
         Rick Bronner   (408) 318-4826  

    bronnerrick@gmail.com  

I want to wish all our fellow SIR members 

Happy Holidays! 2026 has been quite a year 

for us. We have added 16 new members so 

far this year. That’s the most I can recall in 

all the years I’ve been a member. A big 

thank you to all our “Rooster Booster” 

members for bringing in new members. 

Also, let’s give a big warm welcome to all 

our new members. I hope membership in 

our branch is all you expect and more!  Our 

BEC board has done a fantastic job this year 

taking care of business. We are in great 

financial shape even as we have frozen our 

monthly luncheon prices for the last two 

years and even subsidized our annual picnic 

costs for our members during these difficult 

economic times.  

It looks like you may be stuck with me for 

another year as your Big SIR. Our current 

little SIR Mike Krom is still having some 

health issues to deal with. Let’s all hope 

everything goes well for Mike.  At our last 

board meeting it was decided to postpone 

our vote for the 2026 BEC until January. 

For 2026 I will be heading up a new 

committee for finding our guest speakers. 

Anyone who wants to help out please let me 

know. This will lessen the load for our Little 

SIR going forward. I’m planning on trying 

to bring in guest speakers from various 

backgrounds and industries. For our January 

2026 meeting we will have Kirk Wilson 

Clifton from Leavitt Insurance group giving 

us an update on the California Fair Plan.  

I’m looking forward to our upcoming 

Christmas banquet. So far, we have close to 

110 attendees signed up. The menu looks 

great with Prime Ribs, Salmon or Chicken 

to choose from. I’ll have the pleasure of 

handing out some year end awards as well 

as our special cash prizes. Don’t forget to 

bring something for the raffle too.  

Rick Bronner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
LITTLE SIR MESSAGE 

Mike Krom - (209) 586-1533 

              mmowers@mlode.com 

(No Report this month) 

 

  Mike Krom 

 

 

 

 

INTERNET CHAIRMAN  
Jerry Bellefeuille (209) 588-3978 

sirjerry4@gmail.com 
 
Our Branch website is at sonorasirs.org. 
Here you can look at current as well as old 
bulletins, BEC meeting minutes and more. 
Please let me know if you have a new email 
address so I can get timely branch 
information to you. I hope to see you all at 
the next meeting.  Our state sir bulletin can 
be viewed at https://wearesir.com . 
 

Jerry Bellefeuille 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CHAPLIN’S CORNER 

Steven Gregory - (209) 728-5707 
          discogregory@aol.com  
 
Mary Christ Mass to all members 
and their families! 
 

 Steven Gregory Chaplain 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

sonorasirs.org


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RV CLUB NEWS 

      Eddie Toews    (209) 770-3776 

          lcoinlady@aol.com 

I want to wish everyone a belated Happy 

Thanksgiving. Now its on to Christmas. 

The RV Club will be finishing the 2025 

season with our annual Christmas dinner 

here in December, then on the 2026. I 

hope everyone has a merry and 

wonderful Christmas and stay safe on the 

roads. 

 Merry Christmas to all! 

 Eddie Toews    

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 

George Cocores - (209) 456-9814 
            greekbeak1@aol.com  
 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
NOVEMBER 2025 

 
November  Luncheon 
Luncheon  Attendance 
(62%)                  75 

Excused Absences       
(38%)                  45 
Guests                     2 

           
  
Current Month Membership  
Active Membership OCT.)              
120 

Applicants Being 
Installed                   1     
Active Members 
Lost                          1 

Active Membership  
NOVEMBER:               120 

 

         December Birthdays 
 

Caplinger, Larry (Cap)  12/04 

Eaton, Herman   12/12 

Perry , Thomas ( Tom)  12/12 

Herzer , Donald (Don)  12/14 

Santana , Raul   12/17 

Gelber, Bob   12/20 

Long, Ron   12/21 

Vanier, Dennis   12/26 

Stevenson, Robert (Bob) 12/26 

LaFrance, Mike   12/28 

Price, Chuck   12/30 

 

 

    

 

 

        FISHING CHAIRMAN 

Chuck Simons - {209) 532-9550 
          simons4890@yahoo.com 
 
(No report this month) 
 

Chuck Simons      
 

 

 

 KAYAKING  &  

PINOCHLE REPORT 

No Reports this month 

Chairman Positions now open 

 
 
 
 

GOLF CLUB NEWS 
      Raul Santana - (925) 451-7351 

          rsantana01@yahoo.com 

The November SIRS 2025 golf tourna-

ment was held at Teleli GC in Sonora. 

The weather was cold to start but 

warmed up a bit for a beautiful day. 

The recent rains made for a wet course, 

so we had to stay on the cart paths. This 

made for a lot of walking. 24 players 

braved these conditions and the format 

was a 2-man colored scramble. Each 

player took turns playing a special 

marked colored ball. If you lost the 

colored ball, your team was basically 

out of the running for prize money. 

Although there were some very good 

scores, no one from Branch 136 placed 

in the top three. Congrats to Jim Lucia 

for 3rd place on closest to the pin on 

hole # 12. This was our last tournament 

of 2025 and I want to thank everyone 

who participated throughout the year. 

Hope to see you on the course in 2026.  

Raul Santana  

CAR CLUB NEWS  
   Rick Bronner - (408) 318-4826 

       bronnerrick@gmail.com 
 

Happy Motoring! 

(No Report this month) 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BOWLING CLUB NEWS 
   Ray Di Basilio             Rick Bronner - (408) 318-4826 

rdibasilio@gmail.com      bronnerrick@gmail.com  
 

FROM RAY:     
The State SIR Tournament Committee is working on cleaning up our 
website and creating a new SIR Bowling Tournament Average look-
up tool (you may have already seen the preview: Tournament Data). 
With the new tool comes updated SBTA Rules:  
SBTA Rules: 
• A bowler must have bowled 12 SIR Tournament games in a calen-
dar year in order to have a valid SBTA.  
• All games bowled in a SIR Tournament will be used when calculat-
ing SBTA. If a bowler is injured and a game is not completed, that 
game will not be used. However, all other full games bowled in the 
series will be used.  
• SBTA will be updated after each tournament and before the next 
scheduled tournament.  

It has been my pleasure to be a part of providing so much fun to so 
many bowlers.  
Cindy and I are definitely looking forward to doing it all again in 
2026!  
Happy Holidays,  

The 2026 Bowling Calendar is already posted on our State SIR 

Bowling website:   SIR BOWLING 

See you on the lanes, 

Ray Di Basilio 

 

FROM RICK: 

 

It’s been an amazing year for Bowling. Let’s recap … 

·         15 Tournaments held in 13 different centers 

·         388 unique bowlers 

·         8,134 games bowled 

·         1,322,668 total pins knocked down 

·         Most games bowled in the year: JC Surratt, Branch 65, 105 

games 

·         Highest average in a single tournament, a tie, both bowled at 

Concord: 

o   Gary Kaufman, Branch 19, Average 237 

o   Lou Gilson, Branch 19, Average 237 

·         Highest tournament attendance: Reno with 163 unique bowlers 

·         Total dollars running through tournament accounts: $88,291 

·         One perfect 300 game bowled by Tim Hetzer at Clayton Val-

ley Lanes in Concord. 

The 2026 SIR Bowling Calendar is now on line at https://  

www.sirinc3.org/sirBowling 

Rick Bronner  
 
 

 

 

 

https://sirbowling.org/
http://www.sirinc3.org/sirBowling


 

 

New Members Chris Maguire  and Tom Eager were sworn in by Rick at the Nov. Meeting 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 

  

                                               

                                                                SIR Classifieds 

 

SIR Members are now invited to place ads for items that they want to sell—services are not  

allowed. A 10% fee will be charged based upon the selling price, up to a maximum fee of $100 per 

item. If you are just donating an item, there is no charge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here is how to get it: 

Get on your computer and go to https://sir.ourproshop.com and peruse the items available and order on-
line.  Notice that shipping and handling charges are avoided above a certain order amount.  If your order is 
large enough to avoid these charges or you are willing to pay them, process your order.  If you know of a 
friend who also wants SIRs merchandise, consolidate your order with him. 

 

If you don’t have a computer, find a friend who does and have him help you. 

https://sir.ourproshop.com


 

 

Sonora SIRs Branch 136 Advertisers:  

To all our members, if you frequent any of these businesses, please remember to thank them for 

their gracious support to our Branch. 



 

 

SIR STATE OFFICERS 
www.sirinc.org 

President - Rich Carlston   
Vice-President -   Lee Lamb 

 Secretary -  Jeff Chin   
Treasurer - Carl Mason  

Area 5 Representative - Jerry Morrow  
 

PAST BIG SIRS  BRANCH 136 
SONORA 

1997 - Dave Holton  1999 -Al Limon 
2000 - Bob Gibbs      2002 - Jim Nuzum 
2003 - Dick Nutting  2004 -Bill Dunlavy 
2007- Wil Reich        2008- Roger Milligan 
2009 - Don Nilan      2010 - Don Banchero 
2011 - Al Smith        2012 - Baci Frecceri  
2013 - Phil VanSwoll 2014 - John Bristow  
2015 - Jim Johnson    2016 - Dale Decker  
2017 - Danney Laureta 2018 - Paul Squeri   
2019 - Jim Botto  
2020 & 2021- Gene Zanoni    
2022 - Phil VanSwoll   2023- Eddie Toews  
2024 - Rick Bronner 
 
BRANCH #136 HONORARY LIFE 

MEMBERS 
         Dale Decker - Big Sir 2016 

Eddie Toews - Treasurer 2009 - current 
Gene Zanoni -   Big Sir 2020 & 2021  

                 
HONORARY LIFE EMERITUS 
Frank Taylor - Treasurer 2001-2015 

       We are all so sorry for his passing on 
Jan. 24, 2024 

 
Branch 136 Executive Committee 

Big Sir: Rick Bronner (408) 318-4826 

Little Sir:  Mike Krom (209) 586-1533 

Sec:  Jim Rodriquez  (209) 536-4338  

Asst Sec: Gene Zanoni (209) 532-1989 

Treas: John Salmon  (209) 206-6244 

Asst.Tres: Eddie Toews 532-3970 

 

Directors 

Bill Burnes (209) 533-4334 

George Cocores (209) 456-9814 

Stan Enos (209) 533-2928 

Melvin Kutsch (209) 533-0384 

Marty Martin (209) 586-1886 

Raul Santana (925) 451-7351 

Paul Squeri (209)586-4083 

 

 

 

Behind the Scenes 

Photographer - Steve Belochi  770-2592 

Bulletin - Don Herzer  586-3078 

Internet - Jerry Bellefeuille 588-3978 

SIR Items Sales - Fred Kehr 785-4358 

Chaplain - Steve Gregory 728-5707 

(all 209 area code) 

 

DECLARATIONS 

NON RESPONSIBILITY 
DECLARATION  

All activities arranged for or by, Sons In 
Retirement, Incorporated, and its Branches, 
are for the convenience and pleasure of the 
members and their guests who desire to 
participate, Sons In Retirement, 
Incorporated, and its Branches do not 
assume any responsibility for the well being 
or safety of the participants or their property, 
in any matters pertaining to said activities 
(Rule 345). 

Checks, money orders or credit cards for 
Travel for one day or less (no overnight), 
where a bus/busses is/are used as the 
primary means of transportation, may be 
made payable to the Branch sponsoring the 
event. All other checks, money orders or 
credit cards for travel must be made payable 
to the travel agency (Rule 429 & 421). 

Sons In Retirement, Inc 

Sonora Branch #136 

22295 Paseo De Los Portales 

Sonora, CA 95370  

DEVOTED TO THE  
PROMOTION 

OF INDEPENDENCE AND 
DIGNITY OF  

RETIREMENT 

DATED MATERIAL  

 

ADDRESS LABEL 

STAMP 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS 

Applications for membership in Sonora 
SIR Branch #136 are to be obtained from 
the Membership Director at the monthly 
meetings, by telephoning him at 456-9814 
and ask for an application form that will be 
mailed to you, or by downloading the form 
from our branch website. 
www.sonorasirs.org. After the application 
is filled out, it is to be returned to George 
Cocores with a check for the amount stated 
on the application. George’s address is 
17595 Brentwood Ln. Twain Harte, CA  
95383 


