
 

 

 

  
Reserve your spot(s) with:     
Jerry Bellefeuille      
sirjerry4@gmail.com 
 Or Call (209) 588-3978 
Leave Your Name, Badge No. & 
Number of guests.  
 Deadline for reservations is:  

  Sept. 4, 2025 
 
Menu:     
Chicken Cordon Blue, Rice Pilaf, Peas, 

Green Salad and Chocolate Pudding 

 

Guest Speaker:    

TBD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BULLETIN INPUT NOTICE 
Don Herzer Editor - (209) 586-3078 

If you have any photos of your activity please 
attach them to your reports.  If I do not receive 
your report by the deadline I will just report no 
activity for the month.  Please send all bulletin 

input to Don Herzer at:        
corvdon@wsccpubs.net  

 

The deadline for the next bulletin is:  

Aug.  31, 2025  
 

 

 

 

 

 

BIG SIR MESSAGE 
          Rick Bronner   (408) 318-4826  
              bronnerrick@gmail.com  
 
I’ll be attending the annual SIR State 

meeting on Tuesday August 26th. This year 

we will be doing final nominations and 

voting for SIR State Officers. Here’s a list 

of the current nominees: 

 

President-Fred Serena 
VP-Nick Feimer 
Secretary-Jeff Chin 
Treasurer-Carl Mason 
Chief of Information-Ramesh Thadani 
Director of Documents-Bruce Corwin 
Director Branch Support-John Farcich 
Director Marketing-Neil Wheeler 
Director Activities-Michel lee 
Area Rep-Jerry Morrow 
Area Rep-Carl Dawson 
And one open Area rep position.  
 
There is also a proposed amendment to our 
bylaws to remove the word “retired” from 
Article 2 paragraph b. This will put us in 
line with the fact that for several years now 
we haven’t really required our members to 
be officially retired. There will also be a 
review of SIR state 2025 objectives. After 
lunch the plan is to do some brainstorming 
on future objectives for SIR.  
 
I’m really looking forward to our upcoming 
picnic on THURSDAY August 21st at 
Indigeny Reserve. A full-on BBQ with all 
the fixings and all for just $30. If you 
haven’t got your tickets yet time is of the 
essence. The deadline will be NO later than 
August 15th. See the flyer in this month’s 
newsletter to get all the info.  
 

Rick Bronner 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LITTLE SIR MESSAGE 
Mike Krom - (209) 586-1533 

              mmowers@mlode.com 

 

Well, things are going well. I appreciate the 

thoughts and prayers for my family and me. I 

have been doing the infusion chemo reatment 

on tuesday’s. That is why you have not seen 

me around. Not every Tuesday, but the 

Tuesdays the Oncologist has planned for me. 

I am back to mowing my lawn, clearing dead 

and overgrown trees, and the notorious weed 

eating. Pam and I did take a break along with 

Scott and Nancy and our dogs to half moon 

bay for 5 days. The RV park was clean along 

with cement and asphalt pads. A little drizzly 

the first morning but blue skies later in the 

day.  I will say, in my opinion, the food there 

was not that great. I am a picky eater so I 

might be a little harsh. 

 

 We did have a nice lunch one day. I had a 

different type of clam chowder. Not thick but 

very tasty. And on another night I had fried 

prawns which were seasoned perfectly and 

fried. Hence, there is hope for some of the 

eateries. 

 Anyway, I feel good, getting stronger 

everyday, and hope and pray to see you all 

soon. Hopefully at the picnic and Safeway. I 

will mention my wife Pam stepping up to the 

plate and literally taking care of me and also 

my nurse daughter who came up to take care 

of me and explain what half this stuff meant. 

Including the video calls. God bless them 

both. I realize it was hard on all of us but my 

daughter could just drive away. Poor Pam. 

Great job babe. I will never forget everything 

you have done. And to my friends I know and 

don’t know . 

 

Mike Krom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

sonorasirs.org


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

INTERNET CHAIRMAN  
Jerry Bellefeuille (209) 588-3978 

sirjerry4@gmail.com 
Our Branch website is at sonorasirs.org. 
Here you can look at current as well as old 
bulletins, BEC meeting minutes and more. 
Please let me know if you have a new email 
address so I can get timely branch 
information to you. I hope to see you all at 
the next meeting.  Our state sir bulletin can 
be viewed at https://wearesir.com . 
 

Jerry Bellefeuille 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RV CLUB NEWS 
      Eddie Toews    (209) 770-3776 

          lcoinlady@aol.com 

The RV Club is at a standstill this month. 

Our next outing will be in September to 

Placerville. We did have a new SIR's 

member join the RV Club this month. We 

will be welcoming them to the group at the 

outing.  Hope to see all of you at the picnic 

this month. Don't forget to bring a raffle 

prize.  
If you would like to join us at an outing, call 

Eddie Toews 209-770-3776 and we will get 

you on the road with us. You don’t have to 

have an RV, a lot of the parks have cabins 

you can rent. 

Stay safe on the road. 

Eddie Toews    

 

  

CHAPLIN’S CORNER 
Steven Gregory - (209) 728-5707 

          discogregory@aol.com  
(No report this month) 
 

 Steven Gregory Chaplain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 

George Cocores - (209) 456-9814 
            greekbeak1@aol.com  
 
Membership Report  - June 2025 
July Luncheon 
Luncheon Attendance  (57%)   68 
Excused Absences       (43%)    51 
Guests    1 
 
       Current Month Membership  
Active Membership (May)          116 
Applicants Being Installed              1      
Active Members Lost                      0 
Active Membership  July         119 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

GOLF CLUB NEWS 
      Raul Santana - (925) 451-7351 

          rsantana01@yahoo.com 

The SIRS July 2025 golf tournament was 

held at Teleli GC in Sonora. We had 

perfect golf weather and the course was in 

great shape. The format was 2-man, 6-6-6. 

Meaning 6 holes scramble, 6 holes best ball 

and 6 holes alternate. Unfortunately, no one 

from Branch 136 was in the winner’s circle. 

Next tournament is scheduled for August 

19th, at Greenhorn Creek GC in Angels 

Camp.  

 

Raul Santana  

 

 

 

 

 

KAYAKING  & PINOCHLE 

REPORT 

No Reports this month 
Chairman Positions now open 

 

 
  

 
 
 

 
[editor’s note: I screwed up and didn’t 
report July birthdays, so I’ve included 
them for this issue  - sorry for the over-
sight] 

July Birthdays 

Gelber, Allan (Al) 07/01 

Swartz, Rodger  07/03 

Hildinger, James (Jim) 07/03 

Randall, Earl  07/04 

Luz, Bradford (Brad) 07/11 

Pope, William (Bill) 07/12 

Preston , Steve  07/16 

Krom , Micheal ( Mike) 07/18 

Waters, Dennis L. 07/23 

Davis, Gary  07/25 

Slemmons, Paul 07/26 

Marrs, John  07/27 

August Birthdays 

Thomas, Bob   08/01 

Burke, Randall ( Randy)  08/04 

Gregory, Stephen  08/07 

Page, Rex T.  *DSA  08/09 

Rodgers , Travis (T.J.)  08/12 

Cunningham, Michael  08/19 

Willhoite, Robert  08/19 

McVey, Lance   08/25 

Nuzum, Jim   08/31 

Boldemann, Lloyd  08/31 

 

 
 
 

       

      

       FISHING CHAIRMAN 

Chuck Simons - {209) 532-9550 
          simons4890@yahoo.com 

 

Report: very few fish 

Chuck Simons      

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BOWLING CLUB NEWS 
   Ray Di Basilio             Rick Bronner - (408) 318-4826 

rdibasilio@gmail.com      bronnerrick@gmail.com  
 

FROM RAY:     

July was a busy and exciting month for SIR tournament bowling. We 
first visited Foothills Bowl in Auburn, easy access from I-80. The 
two-day event brought 68 bowlers which is a slight increase in par-
ticipation from last year. The oil pattern was suitable for everyone 
making scoring better than average, with a good number of 600’s. 
Next, we went to Clayton Valley Bowl in Concord for another well 
attended two-day event. With 82 bowlers we had a 10% increase 
over last year. I am liking this trend! Another favorable oil pattern 
resulted in more high scores, a couple 700 series, and perfect 300 
game rolled by SIR Tim Hetzer, Branch 65 Napa. This was Tim’s 
second perfect game; his first was in Napa earlier this year (on string 
pins). Tim just proved a good bowler can do it all! Going back in the 
records, the last 300 shot in a SIR tournament was in 2016 in Reno at 
the National Bowling Stadium when we had two - scored by SIRs 
Ray Buttacavoli and SIR David Rossi. Our annual tournament in 
Reno is coming up soon – August 11-13. If you don’t have your ap-
plication in already, be sure to call me. The National Bowling Stadi-
um awards an elegant 300 crystal trophy for 300’ s bowled on their 
lanes. We want to assure you do not miss out on rolling a 300 in this 
very special location!  

For the full schedule, head over to the SIR Bowling webpage: 

SIR BOWLING 

See you on the lanes, 

Ray Di Basilio 

FROM RICK: 

The SIR summer bowling league final results are in. Team 5 with my 

wife Liz Bronner, Michael Wright, Rich Robenseifner and our new 

member Chris Maguire went up against Team 1 with myself, Raul 

Santana, Bryan Sinklier and Greg Fletcher. My team took game one 

but my wife’s team roared back and took game two. It came down to 

game three. Going into the 8th fame my wife’s team was up 10 pins. 

My team caught them in the 9th frame. It all came down to the 10th 

frame. It was looking good for Team 5 when Liz got a strike in the 

10th. Bryan matched her and now it was between Greg and Chris. 

Greg picked up a 10 pin while Chris missed a baby split. I nailed my 

first strike to give us an edge and Rich couldn’t match me. Team 1 

ends up winning the 2025 SIR Summer league final!  

 

Good news, The SIR Bowling league returns for winter bowling. The 

league starts Monday September 8th. Same time at noon. The league 

is open to all SIR members and their significant others. Where else 

can you have so much fun for $20! Next stop for SIR bowlers is the 

SIR state tournament  in Reno at the National Bowling Stadium on 

Monday August 11th thru Wednesday the 13th. Good luck to every-

one.   Here’s the link to SIR Bowling; 

                   https://www.sirinc3.org/sirBowling 

Rick Bronner  
                    

                         CAR CLUB NEWS  
                   Rick Bronner - (408) 318-4826 

                          bronnerrick@gmail.com 

The weekend of July 26th and 27 was the annual Summer Fest in 

Twain Harte. Saturday the 26th featured the annual Twain Harte car 

show. There was a good collection of Hot Rods, Classic cars and 

even some rare British sports cars. I saw fellow SIR members Stan 

Enos with his Classic panel van and Rich Rinaldi with his convertible 

GTO. My son Bob and my Grandson Everett were in town visiting 

from the Seattle area. My grandson got to sit in one of the Hot Rods. 

My grandson had a huge smile on his face!  

 

Coming up on Wednesday night August 20th at Tuolumne Westside 

Memorial Park will be a concert featuring Spinout and a car show. As 

always these are free events. The show starts at 6pm. There are plen-

ty of vendors on hand with food and arts and crafts. And don’t forget 

to bring your own chairs and plan on enjoying a great night of enter-

tainment.  

[see pictures on pages 4-5] 

Rick Bronner  
 

https://sirbowling.org/
https://www.sirinc3.org/sirBowling


 

 

Rick’s  

Pictures from 

Twain Harte 

Show 



 

 

Rick’s Pictures from Twain Harte Show 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 

  

                                               

                                                                SIR Classifieds 

 

SIR Members are now invited to place ads for items that they want to sell—services are not  

allowed. A 10% fee will be charged based upon the selling price, up to a maximum fee of $100 per 

item. If you are just donating an item, there is no charge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here is how to get it: 

Get on your computer and go to https://sir.ourproshop.com and peruse the items available and order on-
line.  Notice that shipping and handling charges are avoided above a certain order amount.  If your order is 
large enough to avoid these charges or you are willing to pay them, process your order.  If you know of a 
friend who also wants SIRs merchandise, consolidate your order with him. 

 

If you don’t have a computer, find a friend who does and have him help you. 

https://sir.ourproshop.com


 

 

Sonora SIRs Branch 136 Advertisers:  

To all our members, if you frequent any of these businesses, please remember to thank them for 

their gracious support to our Branch. 



 

 

SIR STATE OFFICERS 
www.sirinc.org 

President - Rich Carlston   
Vice-President -   Lee Lamb 

 Secretary -  Jeff Chin   
Treasurer - Carl Mason  

Area 5 Representative - Jerry Morrow  
 

PAST BIG SIRS  BRANCH 136 
SONORA 

1997 - Dave Holton  1999 -Al Limon 
2000 - Bob Gibbs      2002 - Jim Nuzum 
2003 - Dick Nutting  2004 -Bill Dunlavy 
2007- Wil Reich        2008- Roger Milligan 
2009 - Don Nilan      2010 - Don Banchero 
2011 - Al Smith        2012 - Baci Frecceri  
2013 - Phil VanSwoll 2014 - John Bristow  
2015 - Jim Johnson    2016 - Dale Decker  
2017 - Danney Laureta 2018 - Paul Squeri   
2019 - Jim Botto  
2020 & 2021- Gene Zanoni    
2022 - Phil VanSwoll   2023- Eddie Toews  
2024 - Rick Bronner 
 
BRANCH #136 HONORARY LIFE 

MEMBERS 
         Dale Decker - Big Sir 2016 

Eddie Toews - Treasurer 2009 - current 
Gene Zanoni -   Big Sir 2020 & 2021  

                 
HONORARY LIFE EMERITUS 
Frank Taylor - Treasurer 2001-2015 

       We are all so sorry for his passing on 
Jan. 24, 2024 

 
Branch 136 Executive Committee 

Big Sir: Rick Bronner (408) 318-4826 

Little Sir:  Mike Krom (209) 586-1533 

Sec:  Jim Rodriquez  (209) 536-4338  

Asst Sec: Gene Zanoni (209) 532-1989 

Treas: John Salmon  (209) 206-6244 

Asst.Tres: Eddie Toews 532-3970 

 

Directors 

Bill Burnes (209) 533-4334 

George Cocores (209) 456-9814 

Stan Enos (209) 533-2928 

Melvin Kutsch (209) 533-0384 

Marty Martin (209) 586-1886 

Raul Santana (925) 451-7351 

Paul Squeri (209)586-4083 

 

 

 

Behind the Scenes 

Photographer - Steve Belochi  770-2592 

Bulletin - Don Herzer  586-3078 

Internet - Jerry Bellefeuille 588-3978 

SIR Items Sales - Fred Kehr 785-4358 

Chaplain - Steve Gregory 728-5707 

(all 209 area code) 

 

DECLARATIONS 

NON RESPONSIBILITY 
DECLARATION  

All activities arranged for or by, Sons In 
Retirement, Incorporated, and its Branches, 
are for the convenience and pleasure of the 
members and their guests who desire to 
participate, Sons In Retirement, 
Incorporated, and its Branches do not 
assume any responsibility for the well being 
or safety of the participants or their property, 
in any matters pertaining to said activities 
(Rule 345). 

Checks, money orders or credit cards for 
Travel for one day or less (no overnight), 
where a bus/busses is/are used as the 
primary means of transportation, may be 
made payable to the Branch sponsoring the 
event. All other checks, money orders or 
credit cards for travel must be made payable 
to the travel agency (Rule 429 & 421). 

Sons In Retirement, Inc 

Sonora Branch #136 

22295 Paseo De Los Portales 

Sonora, CA 95370  

DEVOTED TO THE  
PROMOTION 

OF INDEPENDENCE AND 
DIGNITY OF  

RETIREMENT 

DATED MATERIAL  

 

ADDRESS LABEL 

STAMP 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS 

Applications for membership in Sonora 
SIR Branch #136 are to be obtained from 
the Membership Director at the monthly 
meetings, by telephoning him at 456-9814 
and ask for an application form that will be 
mailed to you, or by downloading the form 
from our branch website. 
www.sonorasirs.org. After the application 
is filled out, it is to be returned to George 
Cocores with a check for the amount stated 
on the application. George’s address is 
17595 Brentwood Ln. Twain Harte, CA  
95383 


